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FOREWORD 


For more than twenty years the sleek lines of the F-104 have been a familiar sight in the Belgian airspace. 
As long as an airplane is operational one retains in his memory the image of a line, the long fuselage, stubby 

Now the Starfighter has joined the impressive ranks of the veteran fighters. As a paradox she will now 
revive in the minds of thousands of modellers. They will see to it that she will go on living in all the details 
that often bear the mark of the ingenuity of many pilots and technicians. 

While wondering through this book every aviation enthousiast will find amazing, emotional images that 
were part of every-day life of a fighter generation in the air force. 

To many the '104' will always remain the first truly modem post-war airplane. Her advanced, futuristic 
lines were and always will be impressive. She will therefor take her place of honour in every model collection. 
Finally we should not forget the Starfighter's most important merit. She has done her job in an organisation 
that has established relative peace. May her successors be able to look back on a similar accomplishment. 

Col. Wirtz 

Base Commander Kleine Brogel 


Maj. Willy Blendeman, CO of 31 Squadron 10 Fighter 
Bomber Wing, Kleine Brogel AB, to whome we 
express our gratitude for his assistance in compiling 
this book. 















The brass of the Verlinden Team. From left to right: Hans Wilms, 
Frangois Verlinden and Willy Peeters. 

Frangois Verlinden is hardly in need of an introduction in the world 
of plastic modelling. His dioramas and weathering techniques are well- 
known throughout the world. He has recently started a company with 
the aim of publishing books and producing accessories for the plastic 
modeller. 

Willy Peeters has a firm technical background and is very well-talented 
where artwork is concerned. Next to that he is an experienced modeller. 
He is already known for his outstanding scale drawings of several aircraft. 
It was not less than logical to make him responsible for lay-out and 
artwork. 

Hans Wilms is of Dutch descent. He has a very good technical back¬ 
ground as well. Part of his life was spent in the USA where he roamed 
the Californian air bases including Edwards AFB. An aviation freak 
since six years of age and with fifteen years experience in plastic model¬ 
ling he has been made responsible for editing and product research. 
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INTRODUCTION 



With this new series of photo files we intend 
to fill a, to our opinion, large gap in the offer 
of books for the plastic modeller. Over the years 
many authors and publishers have made attempts 
to set up a range of publications 'for the modeller 
by the modeller'. We feel they have failed to 
give the modeller what he really needs: details 
in full colour. When you are really into plastic 
modelling and want to make a super-detailed 
replica of a certain aircraft, you often find yourself 
stuck with a lack of documentation, in spite of 
a large pile of books. 

The price of good literature is ever-rising in 
these days of so-called economic crisis and many 
of you will undoubtably hesitate to buy a book 
which features just a few valuable pictures. Besides 
that you will surely be familiar with the agony 
of working yourself through a heap of documentation 
while modelling, trying to back-track that one 
picture you need at a certain modelling stage. 

None of the countless books that have been 
published up till now have been made just with 
the modeller in mind. All of them contain a wealth 
of technical and historical information, sometimes 
to such an extent that you are practically able 
to fly the airplane they deal with. Do not read 
us wrong, we don't mind. These books are very 
interesting. None of them however show a four- 
view colour picture selection of a nose wheel 
strut for instance. And fust try to find a five-view 
scale drawing of an ACES II ejection seat equiping 
the F-15 and F-16. And what about the inside 
detail on cockpit canopies. 


We feel it's about time something changed 
in this matter. We are serious modellers who love 
their hobby and we do not want to see the modelling 
business die out because people can no longer 
afford to buy the things they need. We would 
like to help you out by publishing a series of 
photo files containing all the detail you need 
of a particular aircraft so you can finally get 
rid of that expensive pile of virtually useless 
books on your modelling table. 

All pictures and drawings in this book, of which 
as many as possible are in full colour, are either 
made by ourselves or by some of our close friends 
whom we can trust to love authenticity as much 
as we do. They have been carefully selected and 
grouped to make it as easy on you as possible. We 
feel that we can guarantee that by using these 
books you are able to make a perfectly authentic 
model. 

It is our intention to extend these series as 
far as possible. This will not always be easy. In 
some cases we can find the details practically 
next-doors, in other cases we may have to travel 
the world. Therefor it may take a while before 
we can supply you with a volume that depicts 
your particular, favourite aircraft. We hope you 
will be understanding in this matter. We would 
like to stick to high quality, it should become 
our trade-mark. In this respect we welcome all 
comments from our readers. 

For the Verlinden Team: 

Hans Wilms 









FI04 GENERAL AIRFRAME DETAILS 


We have attempted to group our 184 pictures 
as logical as possible. The general airframe walk- 
around starts at the same spots where the pilots 
starts his exterior pre-flight check and works 
around the aircraft clock-wise. We think you will 
find the detail shots to be exactly what you need. 
After all, we are modellers ourselves, so we ought 
to know what you need. Every once and a while 
you will find detail pictures of major differences 
between the various F-104G versions at exactly 
the right place. 

After we have completed the exterior walk- 
around we'll step into the cockpit. Again the dif¬ 
ferences between the fighter-bomber and the 
interceptor are illustrated through copies of the 
official pilot's 'Dash-1' manual. 

Next in line are ejection seat details. Both 
the C-2, S/R-2 and Martin Baker get their share. 
This is followed by landing gear details and radar 
antenna and hardware details. 

We realize that ordnance detail is not that 




extensive, but most aircraft weaponry is already 
very well documented. 

Subsequently we'll take a close look at the 
F-104 pilot and his personal equipment, an often 
forgotten subject. Some specially painted helmets 
are included as well to give you some ideas in 
case you want to incorporate a pilot figure in 
your aircraft. 

We have not forgotten the diorama builders. Some 
photos of flight line equipment give them a fairly 
good idea of what is needed to get an F-104 up 
in the skies. This goes for the start-up procedures 
as well. 

To conclude this book we have selected some 
nice pictures of interesting NATO Starfighters 
to illustrate the various possible paint schemes 
and what good would such a book do without 
iwo three-page fold-outs with exact scale plans 
on 72nd and 48th scale. Plans on 32nd scale are 
available on special request. 



A nice detail shot of the lacker' or mechanical 
Angle Of Attack indicator. 

(F. Verlinden) 



The exterior temperature probe made of a copper 
alloy. 

(F. Verlinden) 











III! 



opened circuit breaker and oxygen bay. Note 
small hatch in the lower middle section of 
large hatch and the shape of the air scoop 
channel. 

. Peeters) 



The RAT or Ram Air Turbine which generates 
hydraulic and electric power in emergency situations. 

(F. Verlinden) @ 



















This shot of the upper side of the starboard wing 
clearly shows the wing root attachment, leading 
edge flap, aileron and flap. The black streak along 
the leading edge flap is graphite oiL 

(W. Peeters) VV 




An excellent ^ 
bay hatch. 


! of the outside of the hydraulic 



The Italian F-104S features an F-4 Phantom J-79 
engine which, with its larger afterburner section 
diameter, requires a bulkier aft fuselage. Note 
that the F-104S has two small ventral firts instead 
of one large one. 

(R. Janssens) 
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A look into the afterburner can. Clearly visible 
are the inner rear cone, the flame holders and 
lielow, in between the two outer flame holders, 
the torch igniter. 

(F. Verlinden) 























The opened hydraulic bay looking aft. 

(J.P. van liegenmortel) 



A close-up of the engine bleed 
top of the port aft fuselage. 

(F. Verlinden) 


exhaust on 















The intergrated IFF, UHF and TACAN antenna 
just aft of the cockpit made from FRP. The white 
light is used in night formation flight. 

(F. Verlinden) 






The completely openea gun oay m all its splendor. 
Note that the forward hatch is not hinged but 
is entirely removed. 

(J.P. van Regenmortel) 





















Another view of the windshield ai 
covered with alluminum sheet 
sensor used in the fighter version. 

(F. Verlinden) 


50. The protrusion 
is an infra-red 






Close-up of the ECM antenna under the 
of a Canadian CF-104G. 

(W. Peelers) 


The Dutch NF-104G fighter-bomber features extra 
sensors under the nose and an intake close to 
the dorsal spine aft of the computer bay 
drive off the gun gases. 

(P. van Merck) 





On this picture of a Canadian CF-104G taken 
on Bitburg USAFFAB the FCM cmtennas under 
the nose and on the aft fuselage are clearly visible. 

(P. van Merck) 














TFI04 AIRFT^AME DETAILS 



The computer bay access hatch behind the aft 
cockpit of a TF-104. 

(F. Verlinden) 



The circuit breaker bay. The lay-out is 
than on a single-seater. 

(W. Peeters) 


lot simpler 





The circuit breaker bay hatch is a lot simpler 
as well. The small hatch is left open untai after 
engine start-up. 

CW. Peeters) 



The port side of the front fuselage features quite 
different panels than the F-104 because of the 
absence of the M-61 Vulcan gun. 

(F. Verlinden) 





oxygen bay of the two-seater. 








FI04 COCKPIT DETAILS 



A general view of the F 104G fighter bomber cockpit. The interceptor cockpit only differs 

(F. Verlinden) 




A good picture of the area in front of the main 
instrument panel under the windshield. Note that 
the rear of the instruments and the hydraulic, 
electric and pneumatic connections are only partially 
covered. 

CW. Peelers) 


This photo gives you a good impression of the 
general lay-out of the Starfighter cockpit. 

(F. Verlinden) 














The right side of the upper main instrument panel. 

(F. Verlinden) 



The right side rudder pedal 
is quite similar. 

(F. Verlinden) 


area. The left side 











The control stick grip as it 
'Joystick'is more apprpiate. 

(F. Verlinden) 


officially known. 



The throttle quadrant featuring the power control 
grip and wing flap lever. 

(F. Verlinden) 









The \arious control indicator lights 
visible on this nice picture. 

(W. Peeters) 


clearly 



The area under the windshield featuring the standby 
compass, optical sight plus camera and the warning 
lights on both sides of it. 

(F. Verlinden) 






Another view of the right side panel further aft. 

(F. Lagrilliere) 
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AFT COCKPIT-LEFT SIDE 


CONSORTIUM 






AFT COCKPIT-RIGHT SIDE 

[tTconsortium I 



















Tfie aft portion of the canopy 
position. 

(F. Verlinden) 


1 'down, unlocked' 


The inside of the canopy forward right. The golden 
cone is one of the two explosive charges for canopy 
jettison. The black handle in the middle and the 
iKitterfly latch to the right of it are to disengage 
the canopy uplock mechanism. 

(F. Verlinden) 



The rear of the cockpit on the starboard side 
of the seat. The large pipe with clamps is part 
of the canopy de-icing system. The camera is 
a special feature of the interceptors. It records 
the pilot's action in aerial combat. 

(P. van Merck) 



The rear of the 'front office' on the other side 
of the seat. The pipe opening in the middle matches 
up with the canopy de-icing tubing when the latter 
is in 'down, locked' position. 

(F. Verlinden) vS* 
















A nice shot of the opened electronics bay aft 
of the cockpit. Note the back of the seat. 

fW. Peelers) '3' 


Above: Two of the electronic containers. 

Left: The ammunition container aft of the electronic 
bay. 

(W. Peelers) 













TFI04 COCKPIT DETAILS 











The electronic bay aft of the back seat of a TF 
is quite different from the one on the single-seater. 

(W. Peelers) ~ 




The port side of a German TF-104G with opened 
canopies. Note the absence of the Vulcan gun 
on the TF's. 

(R. Janssens) 
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EJECTION SEAT DETAILS 



rear of the C-2 ejection seat. The vertical 
n pipe is the ejection blast barrel. 

van Reaenmortel) 
















The head-rest of the C-2 seat. Note the oxygen 
hose which is connected to the pilot's mask upon 
strapping in. Also note the 'Green Apple' emergency 
oxygen supply actuator. 

(F. Verlinden) 



A vertical shot showing the seat cushion arrange- 
ment. 

(F. Verlinden) 



The Martin Baker as mounted 
Italian F-104s. 

(P. van Merck) 


German and 

(m) 


The seat is mounted 
detail is clearly visible. 
(J.P. van Regenmortel) 


the cockpit. Underside 

( 88 ) 
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C-2 EJECTION SEAT 




OXYGEN SYSTEM FLOW TESTER (BENDIX ONLY! 

EJECTION RING 

SEAT GROUND SAFETY PIN 

KNEE GUARD (STOWED POSITION) 

SURVIVAL KIT RELEASE HANDLE 
SEAT ADJUSTMENT SWITCH 
DEPLOYMENT-GUN ARMING CABLE CONNECTOR 

























































































EJECTION SEAT ^f] 



1 SAFETY PIN (POWER RETRACTION) 

2 DROGUE PARACHUTE CONTAINER 

3 SURVIVAL PACK 

4 RELEASE BUTTON 

5 SEAT ADJUSTMENT ACTUATOR SWITCH 
'6 ROCKET PACK 


7 MAIN GUN 

8 OXYGEN REUASE LEVER AND SAFETY PIN 

9 SAFETY PIN (DROGUE GUN) 

10 SAFETY PIN OF CANOPY JETTISON INITIATOR 

111 SAFETY PIN (MAIN GUN) 

112 SAFETY PIN (GUILLOTINE FIRING HANDLE) 







































r-104 LANDING GEAR DETAILS 





Above: T-wo detail shots of the F-104 nose strut 
showing the torque link and steering cylinder. 
Left: F-104 nose wheel. Note the difference 
in wheel rims. 

(F. Verlinden, F. Lagrilliere) '—' '—^ 



Changing a nose wheel on an F-104. 

(F. Verlinden) 











The multi-disc brake ' 
gear. 

(F. Lagrilliere) 
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A close-up of the starboard main wheel looking 
aft. Note that the whole is hinged to fit into the 
well. Also note the hydraulic brake line attachment. 
(J.P. van Regenmortel) * 


(§) 


The nose wheel well of the TF-lOt. Note thal 
the nose gear of the TF retracts backwards. 

(F. Verlinden) 
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NOSE RADAR 




The radar antenna head-on. 

(F. Lagrilliere) 


(§) 



The starboard side of the radar set. 

(F. Lagrilliere) 




The port side showing 

(F. Lagrilliere) 


of the mounting rails 






Top leftA. right! The inside of the nose cone, (iqt) (VIO) 

(F. Lagrilliere) 


The underside featuring circuit breakers. 

(F. Lagrilliere) 










RADAR INDICATOR 


FIGHTER-BOMBER AIRCRAFT 
MODIFIED BY ECP 2015 



13 12 


INTERCEPTOR AIRCRAFT 
MODIFIED BY ECP 2012 



14 13 12 



1 COMMAND LIGHT 11 

2 RADAR SCREEN 12 

3 ATTACK LIGHT 13 

4 PUSH TO ERASE BUTTON 14 

5 TIME'TO-GO 2-MINUTE LIGHT 15 

6 TIME-TO-GO 20-MINUTE LIGHT 16 

7 TIME-TO-GO LIGHT 17 

8 TRANSMITTER TUNE LIGHT 

9 ERASE INTENSITY DIAL 

10 CURSOR DIAL 


TRANSMIHER TUNE SivlTCH 

LIGHT DIM DIAL 

HORIZON LINE CENTER DIAL 

CLUTTER ELIMINATION SWITCH 

MEMORY DIAL 

VIDEO PEDESTAL DIAL 

RANGE LIGHTS HO Ml. 20 Ml, 40 Ml, 

TRANSMinER OFF-LIGHT 

RANGE LIGHTS 110 Ml, 20 Ml, 40 Mil 














ORDNANCE 
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A German practice bomb dispenser. It's practically 
the same as the one on the bottom left, just that 
it has a nose fairing attached to it. 

W. Peelers) (o' 



The Orpheus recce pod developed by the Royal 
Netherlands Air Force. 

CW. Peelers) 















The two drop tanks. Note the small finlet in the 
wingtip tank over the wing leading edge. 

(P. van Merck) 



Sidewinder launching rail on an Italian F-104S. 

(R. Janssens) 






Outside detail on the wingtip tanks featuring 
filler caps and position light. 

(R. Janssens) 












1. ARMAMENT MODE SELECTOR SWITCH 

2. EXTERNAL STORES SELECTOR BUTTONS AND 
INDICATOR LIGHTS 

3. OPTICAL SIGHT PANEL 

4. IR SIGHT PANEL 

5. FORWARD FIRING MASTER ARMING SWITCH 

6. MISSILE SIGNAL VOLUME CONTROL 

7. BOMB RELEASE SWITCH 

8. BOMB ARMING SWITCH 

9. AMMUNITION ROUNDS COUNTER 

10, AMMUNITION ROUNDS COUNTER RESET SWITCH 


Above and below: Wtngtip mounted AIM-9J Sidewinder. 
Note the pressure bottle unit for start air pressure. 

(R. Janssens) 


Dutch F-104 with fuselage mounted Sidewinders. 

(P. van Herck) 


ARMAMENT CONTROL 
PANEL 

lEM 
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German F-104G with typical practice bomb dispenser. 

(P. van Merck) 



FX-44 of 1 Wing BAF with an aerial combat 
target pod. 

(P. van Merck) 



Dutch NF-104 with a rocket pod anex practice 
bomb dispenser on the centerline. 

(P. van Merck) 









THE r-104 PILOT 




Top left & right: A fully geared up F-104 pilot, 
in this case Cdr. Fr.Aerts of the 31 Sq.NATO 
Tigers BAF. The rescue parachute is strapped 
to the pilot's back instead of being packed in 
the ejection seaUAnti-O suit is standard for all 
fighter pilots. Noteworthy are the spurs worn 
by F-104 pilots. They are hooked-up to the leg 
restraint cables which pull the pilots legs in a 
save position against the seat upon ejection. 4^ 4^ 
(W. Peeters) 


Right: Typical pilot's gloves of fire resistant Nomei. 

(W. Peeters) 
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Helmet of the RNeAF 312 Squadron based at VoU^. 

(R. Janssens) 



Helmet of the Co of the Italian Air Force Tiger 
squadron. 

(W. Peeters) 





BAF 23 Sq. 10 Fighter Bomber Wing based at 
Kleine Brogel. 

(P. van Merck) 


BAF 31 Sq. 10 Fighter Bomber Wing based 
Brogel. Note the spurs. 

(F. Verlinden) 







Kleine Brogel Base Commander's 
23 and 31 Sq. artvork. 

(W. Peeters) 


helmet combines 













FLIGHT-LINE EQUIPMENT 



standard electric power unit also used for the 
F-16. The air pressure unit is visible right behind. 

(F. Verlinden) ^ 





The entire collection of safety pins, covers and 
wheel blocks. Specially note the wing leading 
edge covers on the left and right. The steel leading 
edges are so sharp that they have to be covered 
during ground servicing to prevent serious injuries. 
(F. Verlinden) 


LANDING GEAR GROUND SAFETY PINS 




An older type of airpressure unit. Although the 
F-104 is able to start on internal power, it is 
common practice to use external pressurized air 
to crank the compressor stage up to some 3.500 
RPM. ^ 

(F. Verlinden) 




The oxygen supply trailer. After every mission 
the liquid oxygen has to be replenished to keep 
the aircraft ready for emergency combat missions. 

(F. Verlinden) ~ 




This simple cart with pressure bottles serves 
to reinflate too soft tyres. 

(F. Verlinden) 
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1. MAIN GEAR GROUND SAFETY PINS 

2. DETAIL MAIN GEAR SAFETY PIN 

3. NOSE GEAR GROUND SAFETY PIN 












PREPARING FOR FUGHT 




The liquid oiygen tank i 
replenished. 

(F. Verlinden) 


a single-seater is being 




Single-point pressurized refuelling. After every 
mission the tanks have to be topped-up to keep 
condense water from contaminating the fuel system. 

(F. Verlinden) 











GRANKIN UP 

EXTERIOR INSPECTION 

GHT CREW EXTERIOR INSPECTION PROCEDURES ARE BASED ON MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL HAVING COMPLETED ALL POSTFI 
REQUIREMENTS OUTLINED IN THE -6; THEREFORE, DUPLICATE INSPECTIONS BY THE FLIGHT CREW HAVE BEEN ELIMINATEC 
J ITEMS REQUIRED FQR FLIGHT SAFETY. THE FLIGHT CREW INSPECTION IS TO CHECK THE AIRPLANE FOR GENERAL COND 
THE PATH SHOWN BELOW. IF AIRCRAFT PREFLIGHT IS ACCOMPLISHED AT A STRANGE FIELD REFER TO THE DETAILED Al 
STRANGE FIELD PROCEDURES, THIS SECTION. 


)R OTHER FLUIDS 

ELS, COVERS AND FILLER K M 

DS AND COVERS // M gA 

■I— // n 


;HT FORWARD FUSELAGE 
Canopy external locking level 
Electronics compartment circ 


Navigation lights undamaged. 
IHT MAIN LANDING GEAR 
Landing gear door uplocks, co< 
Ground safety pins removed. 


Leading edge flap and tip 
Attachment of external stc 
Visually check tip and pyl 
Pylon store pin and flag 
Aileron and trailing edge 
Wing surface condition. 
IHT AFT FUSELAGE 







Arrestor hook safety lock - removed (if installed). 
Hydraulic system accumulator pressures 1000 + 25 
Hook accumulator - 740 ± 40. 

Hydraulic system manual selector valve safetied in 
Hydraulic system quantity gauges at proper level. 
Heat exchanger tor cracks or discoloration, check. 









Sound-proof headsets for the mechanics await 
their owners. 

(F. Verlinden) 



Commander Aerts is fully strapped i 
for another routine mission. 

fW. Peeters) 


his cockpit 



F-104 pilot is tightning his parachute straps prior 
to stepping into the cockpit. 

(F. Verlinden) 



External electric power hooked-up in 
fuselage aft of the main landing gear. 

(F. Verlinden) 


the starboard 











While a mechanic checks the speed brake system, 
the pilot lets his hands hang outside the cockpit 
so the former knows he is not anywhere near 
the activating lever. 

(W. Peelers) 




Left &. above: The F-104 features blown wingflaps. 
This is to control the boundary layer. A mechanic 
is physically checking the system. Note the effect 
of the airflow on his coverall. 

(F. Verlinden) ^ 
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The mechanic shows the wheel blocks. All's clear, ready to roll. 

(F. Verlinden) 









BELGIAN TIGER FI04'S 


Two shots of the FX-52 in special 'Tiger dress' at the occasion of the NATO Tiger Meet b 
Brogel AB. The complete, exact paint scheme is featured in our scale plans. 

(P. van Merck) 


1978 at Kleine 





(§) 


This t-wo-seater got her share of Tiger Spirit feeling through specially painted v)ingtip tanks. 
(F. Lagrilliere) 











FI04 GALLERY 



An overall green Canadian F-104 with two-colour camouflaged wingtip tanks. 

(P. van Herck) 
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This beautiful red and white F-104 is the other of the last two Canadian Starfighters. @) 

CW. Peeters) 


@ 








An ex-10 Wing F-104 in standard NATO camouflage with Turkish markings. 

(R. Janssens) 
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This BAF Starfighter was 'zapped' with a tiger head on the -vertical tailplxme and a tiger tail hanging from 
the cockpit. 

(W. Peelers) (j^ 


























ri04 STARnGHTER KIT REVIEWS 


In this paragraph we win introduce you to the, 
in our opinion, best models of the F-104 in various 
international scales. This does not mean we want 
to critisize the other available models, but we 
feel they are not worth mentioning. Building the 
latter involves too much wasted time, although 
it may very well be that some of them are better 
where scale and shape are concerned. 

So before you start to critisize us, let us get 
a few things straight. When we are talking about 
the 'best models', we mean they are worth making, 
in spite of some possible minor shortcomings. 
There simply is no such thing as the perfect model. 
Only your skill and experience can turn a basically 
very good model into an as closely to perfect 
as possible replica, because the manufacturers 
are limited in technical, human and economic 
possibilities. This can evolve into painstaking super¬ 
detailing that consumes a lot of time. Should 
you, in this case, start from a model that requires 
too much altering, you loose a lot of precious 
time. That is why we only mention the models 
that form the best basis for extensive detailing, 
without requiring too much altering in basic shape 
and detail. 

Undoubtably there will be some scale freaks 
that disagree with us and prefer the models we 
do not mention. They are free to do so. We are 
interested in helping the average modeller and 
therefor go for the golden middle of the road. 
We have our opinion about plastic modelling, 
you are welcome to think otherwise. 

l/72nd scale 
Esci 

Without any doubt the Esci F-104 kits are the 
best available in 72nd scale. The fit is extremely 
good, the panel lines are, as they should always 
be, engraved and the decals are of outstanding 
quality. 

The kits have however a few minor shortcomings. 
Cockpit detail is rather poor, the wingtip tanks 
are too small and placed too far forward. The 
landing gear could do with a little extra attention. 

Ordnance is limited to two Sidewinders. As 
most Starfighters usually carried underwing drop 
tanks as well, it is advisable to buy a second 
kit and convert the wingtip tanks or scratch-build 
your own. An F-104 with four drop tanks looks 
very impressive. 

The main problem with Esci is that they often 
claim that their models can be build into various 
versions. This is not so. their Starfighter is of 
the G/J type and nothing else. They include, for 
instance, decals for the Italian S-type, but this 
Starfighter features the bigger J-79 Phantom 
engine thus having a bulkier aft fuselage and 
larger intakes. A likewise story goes for the other 
types, but here the differences can easily be cor¬ 
rected. 

The excellent decals in the various kits allow 
you to make a Belgian or Canadian 'NATO Tiger 
meet' F-104. The pattern of the black stripes 
as per Esci instruction sheet is however pure 


guesswork. We advise you to refer to our authentic 
paint scheme in this book. Other possible versions 
with the Esci decals are a standard Belgian, Norwe¬ 
gian, Dutch, German, Italian, Canadian or US Air 
Force Starfighter. 

Heller 

Heller makes the only available two-seater 
and a single-seater. The fit is not all together 
that good and there are some shortcomings con¬ 
cerning shape and detail, but with a little care 
the kits can be build into nice replicas. The raised 
panel lines are mostly guesswork. They ‘ should 
be sanded off and new ones engraved in the correct 
place. 

Ordnance is rather limited and other kits have 
to be canabalized for these items. 

The decal sheet features several versions, but 
we advise you not to use them because the quality 
is rather poor. 

l/48th scale 
Monogram 

This kit is of the usual outstanding quality 
where detail is concerned. Cockpit, wheel wells, 
gun bay and speed brake wells are nicely detailed 
as is the beautiful afterburner section of the 
engine. 

Ordnance consists of two fuselage-mounted 
Sidewinders and two wingtip tanks. 

We wish Monogram would pay a little more 
attention to the fit of the parts. The necessary 
filling and sanding spoils the otherwise very nice 
and correct panel lines and force you to engrave 
them. This is .however no problem as the sanded 
lines appear as dark stripes on the silver-grey 
plastic. 

The kit features various F-104 versions, including 
a Dutch and German F-104G and a USAF Starfighter. 
You should have second thoughts about using the 
Monogram decals as it is often impossible to apply 
them correctly. 

Revell 

Revell's Starfighter kit is very basic. A great 
deal of detailing has to be done, but the model 
is a perfect basis for the detail freak. As with 
Monogram's F-104 the fit isn't too hot. This seems 
to be typical for US manufactured kits. A little 
care during test-fitting will take care of this 
problem. 

Revell seems the only one to be interested 
in a fully dressed-up aircraft. Their kits often 
feature all possible ordnance. 

The Revell decals are as always of outstanding 
quality. They enable you to make various NATO 
versions of the F-104 hot-rod. 

l/32nd scale 
Hasegawa 

As with most of the Hasegawa large scale 
models, this is a 'nec plus ultra' kit. It's really 
a modellers dream. 



It has all basic detail one desires and builds 
into a very nice replica straight from the box. 
Of course the detail freaks can go for the ultimate 
super-detail which is a real joy because so much 
of it is already there. 

Like all other Starfighter kits, except for the 
Esci kits, the Hasegawa F-104 has riased panel 
lines which are fairly correct apart from some 
minor mistakes. For the authentic looking Starfighter 
these should be sanded off and engraved. This 
is not as tough as it may seem. The procedure 
is explained step-by-step in 'The Verlinden Way' 
volume III. 

As ordnance the kit contains two fuselage moun¬ 
ted Sidewinders and two wingtip tanks. A couple 
of underwing drop tanks, either scratch-built or 
taken from the Revell kit, will turn the Hasegawa 
kit into a striking model. 

The various underwing and fuselage stores 
as used by NATO, like a recce-pod or bomb dis¬ 
penser are fairly easy to scratch-build. 

There is one major drawback in this kit. The 
decals are a true disaster. You should definitely 
not use the ml 

Apart from that the kit deserves the highest 
possible recommendation. It's definitely the best 
Starfighter kit aroundl 


Revell 

We can be brief about this kit. What goes for 
the I/48th scale model from Revell goes for this 
one a s well. Pretty elementary detail, not too 
good a fit, but a fairly good basis for the super- 
detailer and a lot cheaper than the Hasegawa 
kit. 

Ordnance features four(l) drop tanks, two Side¬ 
winders, two Sparrows and four SOOlbs bombs. 

The kit contains rubber tyres, an in-flight refuel¬ 
ling probe for an USAF F-104 and excellent decals 
for a Dutch, Belgian and Norwegian Starfighter. 


This is what happens with a Starfighter freak 
when he has to say goodbye to his favourite bird. 

(F. Lagrilliere) 
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Official BAF in-flight photography of the 
FX-99 over ^ the Belgian flat-lands. This was 
the last F-104 mission flown by Cdr. Frangois 
Aerts, being a transfer flight from Kleine Brogel 
AB to Koksij&e AB, where a few dozen ex-BAF 
F-104’s await possible buyers. Note the officially 
adopted 'Bye 104' badge on the intake. 


On the left is the badge, designed by Wilty 
Peeters, in detail. The diameter of the original 
on the FX-99 is 360mm. 












